uPortal Lessons Learned

1. Installing uPortal

· Good place to start: Beginner’s Guide to uPortal (www.uportal.org).

· After downloading uPortal Quick Start from www.uportal.org,, extract default zipped files to c:\ rather than accepting the default location of c:\uPortal_2-4-1-quick-start, which would give a redundant parent directory 

· Need to have Java Development Kit installed, this can be downloaded at www.java.sun.com. JDK Standard Edition version 1.4.2_08 has worked for all examples tried to date. 

· Need to create environment variable JAVA_HOME and set its value to root JDK directory, e.g. JAVA_HOME=c:\j2sdk1.4.2_08. Details on how to do this are given in Beginner’s Guide to uPortal, Appendix A. If this is not set, attempting to access uPortal url will generate HTTP Status 500 error – Unable to find a javac compiler

· Need to copy tools.jar from JDK and place copy in JRE, e.g. copy from c:\j2sdk1.4.1_08\lib\tools.jar to c:\Program Files\Java\j2rel1.4.2_08\lib\tools.jar

Without this, error will result while attempting to start HSQL server

2. Using uPortal

· Good place to start: Chapter 1: Using uPortal (www.uportal.org)

· Demo user (login demo, password demo) has Channel Publisher available.

· When publishing new channel, need to include at least one channel Category and one Group. This is done by checking one or more checkboxes and clicking on “Select Marked” button.

3. Compiling and Deploying uPortal

· Good places to start: uPortal_2-4-1-quick-start\uPortal_rel-2-4-1\docs\uPortal_tools_overview.txt and uPortal_2-4-1-quick-start\uPortal_rel-2-4-1\build.xml

· Some uPortal changes require compilation. To compile uPortal, first note that there are two build.xml files, one in the root directory uPortal_2-4-1-quick-start, and another one level down in uPortal_rel-2-4-1 directory. The first includes only targets to start HSQL and Tomcat servers. The second one includes targets for compiling and deploying (among others).

· Need to copy ant.bat from c:\uPortal_2-4-1-quick-start to c:\uPortal_2-4-1-quickstart\uPortal_rel-2-4-1

· Modify ant.bat in c:\uPortal_2-4-1-quickstart\uPortal_rel-2-4-1 to run ant one directory level higher, i.e. change ./Ant_1-6-2 to ../Ant_1-6-2 in both lines of ant.bat file:

Before:

set ANT_HOME=./Ant_1-6-2

./Ant_1-6-2/bin/ant.bat %1

After:

set ANT_HOME=../Ant_1-6-2

../Ant_1-6-2/bin/ant.bat %1

· Add build.home variable to c:\uPortal_2-4-1-quickstart\uPortal_rel-2-4-1\build.properties.

Near top of file under File and Directory Names, add this line:

build.home=webpages
· Compile application by opening new command window and going to “build” directory

c:\uPortal_2-4-1-quickstart\uPortal_rel-2-4-1 and typing:

ant compile

· Deploy application by typing:

ant deploy
· To see changes, restart Tomcat server
